126      MOKE ABOUT KING EDWARD
then Radical "Pall Mall Gazette,55 that we
had " too little Monarchy for our money.'5 The
" Times " obliged him with a lead by " shaking
its head solemnly" and admitting that " the
debate which will begin to-day " [on the Royal
Grants] " threatens to excite a startling amount
of disturbance both within and without the lines
of party demarcation/' Thus stimulated, the
Pall Mall Gazetteer, in his " fearless old fashion/'
pontificated in this fashion :
The public does not complain that it has too
much Monarchy, but rather that it has too little
Monarchy for its money*   Roughly speaking, the
demand that the new allowances should be met
out of  " grandmother's  million"   is  at bottom
based upon the popular conviction that the Queen
has not altogether acted fairly with her subjects.
We gave her a salary on the distinct understanding
that she would do the thing in style, and keep up
the Royal pageant with the splendour dear to the
popular  heart.    She   has   drawn  her pay  with
the regularity of any official, but she has failed to
keej) up the style.   The public therefore feels that
she is pretty much in the position of a commercial
traveller receiving travelling  allowance at first-
class fare, and who goes third class in order that
he may pocket the difference.   That is not a fair
thing to do by your employer, and John Bull has
not been over well pleased by the way in which
Her Majesty, who has been salaried as a Queen,
has lived as the matron of a drab Republic.   But
although he did not like it he put up with it without
serious protest.   The Prince of Wales made shift
to serve as a substitute for his absentee mother,
and every one hoped that in some way or other